
Be it resolved that the Illinois Association of School Boards shall support and advocate for 
legislation that requires school districts to provide gun safety information as part of the student 
handbook and/or, if observed, during National School Safety Week held in the third week of 
October. Gun safety information provided by school districts shall not ask if a household owns a 
gun, but simply provide ways in which to store a gun properly to reduce injury to children and 
what children should do if they come across a gun in the home. 
 
 
Rationale: 
Most of the past resolutions regarding school safety have focused on securing the physical 
school buildings from an active shooter situation via School Resource Officers (SROs), a school 
run police force, and/or arming school staff. As we do with situations like fire safety and drug 
use, we as school districts should provide information to parents and students that explains 
proper gun safety measures in the home to prevent guns from getting into the hands of children 
in the first place. In addition, with school district’s increased focus on Social Emotional Learning 
(SEL) and suicide rates increasing drastically over the past decade in children and teens1, we 
should provide gun safety information as suicide by firearm is the most lethal form of suicide.2 
Gun safety information should also include information about Illinois statute, i.e. that a parent or 
legal guardian giving the consent of a firearm to a minor shall be liable for any damages 
resulting from that minor’s use of firearms or firearm ammunition.3  
 
Statistics that support this are: 
 

● Approximately 7% of US children (4.6 million) live in homes in which at least one firearm 
is stored loaded and unlocked, an estimate that is more than twice as high as estimates 
reported in 2002, the last time a nationally representative survey assessed this 
outcome.4 

● A study of school shootings in 26 states found that in nearly two-thirds of the incidents, 
the attacker got the gun from his or her own home or that of a relative.5  

● 75% of the guns used in youth suicide attempts and unintentional injuries are stored in 
the residence of the victim, a relative, or a friend.6 

● 1/3 of handguns are kept loaded and unlocked, and most children know where their 
parents keep their guns—even if their parents think otherwise.6 

● 73% of children under age 10 living in homes with guns reported knowing the location of 
their parents’ firearms, and 36% had handled the guns.6 

● A 2005 study concluded that safe storage practices serve as a protective measure to 
reduce youth suicide and unintentional injury in homes with children and teenagers.6 

 
The recent Covid-19 outbreak which resulted in Remote Learning days throughout Illinois 
required children to be in their homes almost 24 hours a day for several months. In addition, gun 
sales skyrocketed in the U.S. at the beginning of the quarantine period, with handgun sales 
being the highest ever recorded.7 During March 2020 in Illinois specifically, our state saw the 
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largest number of gun purchase inquiries, a total of 60,332, since they began keeping records in 
1992.8  
 
We most likely will not see the end of remote learning and long quarantine time periods until a 
vaccine for Covid-19 is developed. With over 393 million guns in the US and only around 6 
million actually registered,9 providing gun safety information could not be a more relevant or 
pressing issue.  
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