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Course Description:  

 

African American History provides a comprehensive overview of the experience of Americans 

of African descent beginning with ancient African civilizations and concluding with recent 

history. While emphasis is placed on African Americans overcoming slavery and fighting 

against racism and discrimination in the U.S., there is also an equal focus on the development of 

African American culture and black achievement throughout U.S. history. Connections of 

historical events to present issues regarding African Americans is also stressed.  

Essential Standards:  

 

Students will examine the development of ancient African civilizations and how they became 

involved in the Atlantic Slave Trade.  

 

Students will understand the labor and culture of enslaved people during the colonial era into 

the early republic era and the impact of slavery on the economy of North America.  

 

Students will explain the ways that the Constitution protected slavery and imbued enslavers and 

the slave states with increased political power.  

 

Students will analyze the causes for the rapid expansion of cotton slavery across the 

southern United States and how that affected the contours of the domestic slave trade as part 

of the nation’s economic and geographic expansion.  

 

Through the analysis of primary sources students will better understand the social and cultural 

development of free and enslaved African Americans during the antebellum period and how 

the issue of slavery caused the Civil War.  

 

Students will show and demonstrate a deep understanding of the ways that people who were 

enslaved claimed their freedom during and after the Civil War and the ways that white 

Southerners attempted to define freedom for freed people after the war.  

 

By the examining of artifacts and documents students will understand how segregation 

began and operated throughout the country and how education and religion enabled black 

communities to fight racism with significant contributions made by key individuals.  

 

 

 



Using primary sources students will study how major black organizations confronted racial 

discrimination and promoted progress in the 1920s and how the Harlem Renaissance as a cultural 

phenomenon promoted African American equality.  

 

Students will describe how blacks were affected by the Great Depression and the New Deal 

and how African Americans used the WWII crisis to protest racial discrimination.  

 

Through a thorough analysis of contemporary documents students will understand the 

background and conditions of the 1950s that led to the emergence of the national civil rights 

movement, why many African Americans became increasingly militant at the end of the 1960s, 

and the relationship between black power and black culture.  

 

In the period after the civil rights movement, students will use a variety of sources to examine 

the reasons for continued poverty among so many African Americans, the influence of African 

American culture, and the evolution of black politics from Jesse Jackson to Barack Obama.  


