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MEETING NOTES 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 

October 23, 2019 

 

A meeting of the Finance Committee of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District 200, 

DuPage County, Illinois, was called to order at 5:00 PM at the School Service Center, 130 W Park Avenue, 

Wheaton, IL, on Wednesday, October 23, 2019. 

 

PRESENT 

Board Members: Jim Mathieson 

   Rob Hanlon   

 

Staff:   Dr. Jeff Schuler, Superintendent 

   Bill Farley, Asst. Superintendent of Business Operations 

 

Other:   Scott Ginsburg, Robbins Schwartz 

   Betsy Allen, Miller Cooper & Co., Ltd. 

     

 

          

Discuss Parameters for Intervention in Property Tax Appeals 

Mr. Farley introduced Mr. Ginsburg to discuss the parameters set around when the District currently intervenes 

in the property tax appeals (for commercial property only, not individual homeowners appeals). The 2019 

assessment appeal update included the following information: 

 The assessment appeal process 

o Assessments based on a property’s fair cash value 

 CUSD 200 intervention goals 

o Settle PTAB (Property Tax Appeal Board) appeals 

o Minimize refunds 

o Long-term settlement 

o Get to the reasonable value 

 D200 Efficiency results 

o On target with goals 

o 65% efficiency for PTAB matters 

o Best case without intervention is 50% efficiency 

 Assessment appeal status 

o PTAB hearings – remaining 2015 & 2016 appeals 

o PTAB currently processing 2018 appeals for intervention 

o 2019-22 quadrennial assessment cycle (begins with tax year 2019) 

o Milton Township – 2019 assessments published in November 

 Status of open cases 

 

There was discussion on the following: 

 Evaluation of current practice. 

 Work with DuPage County Board of Review. 

 Levels of appeals; multi-layered process. 

 Resolved PTAB Appeals.  
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 Annual Legal Fees for PTAB Appeals. 

 D200 is in a few townships, but 90% are in Milton Township. 

 Discussion of specific appeals and status of open cases. 

 Attorneys do not get involved until they receive permission from the District to pursue an appeal. 

 The decision to move forward to affirm practice with the full Board – will bring a resolution back for 

reaffirmation at the November meeting. 

 

Review of 2018-19 Audit/2019 Levy 

Audit: 

Mr. Bill Farley introduced Ms. Betsy Allen of Miller, Cooper & Co., Ltd. to review highlights of the draft 

version of the FY 18 audit report. 

 

There were questions/comments/discussion on the following: 

 The full report to the Board and acceptance of the audit is planned for the November Board meeting. 

 The state caught up with categorical payments – there are five payments recognized in the audit.  

 The phase four restructuring of debt will be recognized in next year’s audit since it was completed in 

July. 

 IMRF change in the rate of return of pension liability. 

 Increase in fund balance – Grant revenue recognized, not all lease certificates spent. 

 GASB 84 implementation and any potential impact. 

 Special education tuition and outplacement costs. 

 Capital improvements – spending connected to Sherman-Dergis policy. 

 

Levy: 

Mr. Farley highlighted some of the information that will be used for the levy conversation which is expected at 

the November Board Meeting.  This included the following: 

 Consumer Price Index (CPI) – 1.9%. 

 Levy to capture CPI and any new construction growth in the District. 

 Impact of any reassessments. 

 Debt service amount. 

 

Request for Future Agenda Item 

 Discussion on how the District ensures fair and appropriate rates for service contracts for repair and 

maintenance items.  

  

Public Comment 

None 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 PM. 


