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MEETING NOTES 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 

February 19, 2020 

 

A meeting of the Facilities Committee of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District 200, 

DuPage County, Illinois, was called to order at 3:30 PM at the School Service Center, 130 W Park Avenue, 

Wheaton, IL, on Wednesday, February 19, 2020. 

 

PRESENT 

Board Members: Brad Paulsen 

   Dave Long 

 

Staff:   Dr. Jeff Schuler, Superintendent 

   Bill Farley, Asst. Superintendent for Business Operations 

   John Robinson, Director of Facilities 

   Erica Loiacono, Director of Communications 

                                 

Review and Discussion on Solar Power Purchase Agreement 

As a follow-up to the December Facilities Committee meeting, some background was provided as to how the 

solar discussion began and the options that were explored.  As a reminder, the options with significant upfront 

capital investment were ruled out and the focus was on a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) that requires no 

upfront investment.  At the last committee meeting, Keystone Power Holdings, LLC presented a PPA option.  

This discussion was a follow up to that meeting to answer additional questions.   

 

An updated chart from Keystone was distributed for Bower Elementary School with actual usage history 

information.  Bower was discussed as an option given the new roof which was completed last summer.   

 

There were questions/comments/discussion on the following: 

 The utility inflation rate. 

 The power that would be taken in from the grid and the market rate for that power. 

 “Solar Power Produced” – what the District would be paying for that power from utility company vs. 

what we would be paying for solar power. 

 Estimated electric usage is based on actual kWh from actual past bills/statements. 

 D200 optimization of systems to reduce consumption and efficiency. 

 What happens after 25 years?   

 The reduction of energy consumption will continue to be a strategy for the District.  With PPA agreeing 

to buy a certain level of power, what happens if we go lower than the amount? 

 The potential for other vendors to look at this. 

 Any other entities looking at solar other than residential and smaller projects? 

 Would be a pilot project - If successful, potential to replicate at other District buildings? 

 Educational value for students – all levels. 

 Would this lengthen the life of the roof with a solar option? 

 A commitment by the District to continue to explore clean energy option. 

 Other school districts in IL exploring solar projects? 

 Taking advantage of dollars that are available in IL vs. waiting too long. 

 The decision to test out the numbers in a competitive way. 
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Discussion of Board Parking Lot and Facility Related Items 

An item that was discussed to be added to the Board Parking Lot was balancing facility capital improvements 

with educational related improvements.  The committee reviewed the Facility Master Plan – Educational 

Improvements information (which can be accessed on the CUSD200 website).  This included information on 

the following areas:  Early Childhood Spaces, Science Laboratory Classrooms, Library Learning Centers 

(LLC), Collaboration Areas, Furniture, Technology Infrastructure, and Building Security.  The committee 

reviewed where the District stands with each of these efforts and outlined how those projects were put into the 

2017 referendum. 

 

There was discussion on the following: 

 What was addressed – early childhood spaces, building security (secure entries), technology 

infrastructure (part of technology master plan). 

 Reviewed where the District stands with remaining areas – science laboratory classrooms, LLC’s, 

collaboration areas and furniture. 

 Some collaboration areas were woven into building LLC’s. 

 Most elementary buildings have started to address LLC spaces, some classroom spaces as well, with 

assistance from PTA’s, grants and donations.   

 How to prioritize areas that remain to be addressed – let Educational Services area assist in prioritizing 

need with their work plans (example:  blending learning opportunities would mean more 1:1 devices and 

the need for spaces in LLC’s). 

 Reviewed all of the capital work that has been done and what is still in front of the District. 

 Paintwork, flooring, bleachers, getting larger spaces to be more aesthetically pleasing. 

 Developing a furniture master plan? 

 There is a great deal of mechanical work to be addressed in the next three years. 

 Any thought of carving out lockers and creating collaboration spaces in MS and HS buildings? 

 Reminding the community that all of the capital improvements and maintenance have come with the 

cost of not being able to do educational improvements (has been communicated in community mailers). 

 A reminder that labor is tough and everyone is bidding projects – the importance of bidding early. 

 The Board will receive an update as to what has been accomplished, what remains in the facility master 

plan and what small steps are being taken to address remaining areas as program opportunities arise.   

 

 

Update on Jefferson Early Childhood Center and Summer Work 

The committee received an update on the new Jefferson ECC project, the scope of the work highlights as well 

as the upcoming work.  The targeted completion date for the new building is the end of March 2020.  

 

There was discussion on the following: 

 There was a pre-bid for the abatement of the old Jefferson building and the furniture bid is currently out 

to vendors.  Both of these bids will be up for Board approval at the March Board Meeting. 

 Meetings with Jefferson Principal to develop a plan for moving items from the old to the new building. 

 Demolition timeline for the current Jefferson building. 

 Removing some existing systems to use in other District buildings (boiler, alarm panel, etc.). 

 Operation of the geothermal system and training of District facilities staff. 

 The anticipated work on Manchester Road this summer. 

 Jefferson PTA fundraising status for outdoor therapeutic learning and play area. 

 New Jefferson ECC Dedication Ceremony. 

 Summer 2020 project work and bids – all bids will come on March 3 – 6 and will be up for Board 

approval at the March Board Meeting.  
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 Summer project bids include flooring, roofing, paving, tennis court repairs, other site work, fire alarm 

work, lighting/auditorium work, and tuckpointing. 

 Placing all facility-related items on a separate consent agenda for the March meeting. 

 

 

Public Comment 

Name:  Harold Lonks 

Subject:  Solar PPA Savings and Usage Amounts 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:47 PM. 


