
A bid package was prepared that included four (4) base bids.  Base Bid A includes all 
regular in-district transportation services.  Base Bid B includes all special education in-
district transportation services.  Base Bid C includes all special education out-of-district 
transportation services.  Base Bid D includes single student and small group student 
transportation services.  Vendors were allowed to bid on any or all of the base bids.  
Each awarded contract will be for a three (3) year term from July 1, 2019 through June 
30, 2022.  The term may then be extended for an additional two-year term, and 
thereafter may be extended on a year-to year basis unless and until the District receives 
a timely request to let a new contract for bid.  Legal notice was published and bid 
packages were sent to several potential vendors.   
 
Section 10-20.21(a)(xvi) of the School Code provides that contracts for the 
transportation of students shall be awarded based on the following factors: (1) the 
safety and comfort of the pupils; (2) the bidder’s stability of service; (3) other factors 
identified in the bid package regarding quality of service; and (4) bid price.   
 
For purposes of considering the price factor, Base Bids A and B were evaluated based 
on total estimated cost for all one-way rates.  Base Bid C was evaluated based on total 
estimated cost to service the out-of-district transportation.  Base Bid D was evaluated 
based on total estimated cost to service the single student and small group 
transportation.  The estimated costs for each base bid were formulated on a regular 
school term of 176 days (for Base Bids A & B); and 210 days (for Base Bid C).    
 
Three (3) vendors bid on Base Bid A and Base Bid B – Illinois Central School Bus, 
Septran, Inc., and First Student.  Based on a review, evaluation, and financial analysis 
(see attachment), we have applied the statutory factors and determined that Illinois 
Central is the recommended bidder for Base Bids A and B.  Based upon Illinois 
Central’s low bid, the total estimated annual cost for Base Bid A and B is $6,701,046.81 
for fiscal year 2020. 
 
Six (6) vendors bid on Base Bid C  - Illinois Central School Bus; Septran, Inc.; First 
Student; Citizens Taxi Dispatch, Inc.; Sunrise Southwest, LLC; and Hopewell Services, 
LLC.  The pricing factor was evaluated based on a cost per vehicle per day.  Based on 
a review, evaluation, and financial analysis (see attachment), we have applied the 
statutory factors and determined that Sunrise Southwest, LLC is the recommended 
bidder for Base Bid C, with a bid of $1,295,196.00 for fiscal year 2020. 
 
Two (2) vendors bid on Base Bid D – Citizens Taxi Dispatch, Inc. and First Student.  
Based on a review and evaluation, it is recommended that the Board exercise its right to 
reject all bids on Base Bid D.  The reason for this recommendation is that the District’s 
current contract with Citizens Taxi Dispatch, Inc. is in effect until July 12, 2020 and the 
rates we are paying under the current contract are less than what was submitted by 
Citizens Taxi Dispatch, Inc. or First Student on Base Bid D. 
 


