
 
Eight District 200 schools have had the opportunity to participate in the DuPage ROE LEAD grant since 2017. 
The SEED grant funds have been provided to support the implementation of each school’s Cycles of Inquiry 
work. These funds have allowed our schools to increase professional learning experiences in multiple ways. 
These professional learning experiences have been in a variety of settings. 
 
Onsite Professional Development 

● Wheaton North hosted Dr. Tyrone Howard to work with staff on school equity for the September 20th 
Institute Day. This workshop provided staff with strategies and talking points to increase knowledge on 
this topic. Wheaton North will continue their work in equity this school year by working with Dr. Marcus 
Croom from the University of Illinois. This work will be with the English and Social Studies teachers to 
redesign the curriculum to include more diverse viewpoints, texts, and events. 

● Edison hosted Eric Clark of Responsibility Centered Discipline for the August 19th Institute Day. The 
focus of the workshop was on strategies for positive school discipline.  

● Multiple elementary schools hosted author Eric Jensen on the topic of Problem Based Learning last 
school year. Several Problem Based Learning units were designed based on this professional learning 
experience. 

● Whittier’s writing inquiry team hosted a professional development session this past summer, focusing 
on the Writer’s Workshop model. 

● Longfellow hosted training for teachers across the district for the Fundations Phonics program. After 
attending the training, several elementary buildings purchased the materials. 

 
Local Conference Registration 

● Whittier teachers attended the WIDA Writing with Multilingual Learners in the Elementary Grades 
conference in June.  

● Emerson and Longfellow's teachers attended multiple literacy conferences, including Jan Richardson 
for guided reading, the Illinois Reading Conference, and Jennifer Serravallo for reading strategies. 

● Emerson, Wiesbrook, and Madison teachers attended Greg Tang’s math workshop. 
 
Professional Book Studies 
Several buildings have utilized funds to increase professional book studies on the following topics: 

● Writing instruction 
● Inquiry-Based Instruction 
● Reading Instruction 
● Jessica Lahey’s Gift of Failure 

 
 
Since the startup year in 2017, we have had additional D200 schools join the LEAD Grant.  These schools 
include Johnson, Lincoln, Pleasant Hill and Monroe.  
 
Each fiscal year, each school receives $9,000 in SEED funds to support the Cycles of Inquiry work.  For FY20, 
D200 has been allocated $108,000 in grant funds. 


