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BOE Strategic Focus:  
Social-emotional learning occurs in a variety of contexts.  Growing social-emotional skills in our 
students is essential to their school and life success.  The Board of Education is committed to 
providing students with social-emotional learning that enhances students’ abilities in school, 
careers, and life.  In an effort to recognize the work of our schools in this area, a social-emotional 
learning feature will be reported on at many of our meetings.  
 

Social-Emotional Learning Feature: 
Recently, we ran a Facebook Live session featuring Brett Linhardt, a 4th grade student at 
Whittier.  Brett wrote a book on bullying when he was in 3rd grade. This book was published by 
the LLC director at Whittier and each classroom at the school now has a copy. Brett was inspired 
to author his book after a bullying unit was delivered in his 3rd grade class.  Brett’s story 
includes relevant strategies that include self-advocacy and reporting to a trusted adult.  Students 
and teachers have embraced the message of Brett’s story at Whittier.  
 
This example exemplifies the many intersections of social-emotional learning with other key 
departments in District 200.  Brett’s voice was exemplified and amplified through multiple 
modes including a published book and a Facebook Live session.  His story was shaped through 
classroom instruction that integrated key SEL standards.  He utilized academic skills and the 
writing process to produce his final product. This story is an incredible intersection of 
social-emotional learning, school safety, community engagement and the FIT learning 
environment. In this one example, Brett has simplified the complex systems at work in District 
200.  
  
Connection to Social-Emotional Learning:  
 
SEL: Key instructional unit on bullying  
 
School Safety: Bullying prevention aligns with a safe school environment 
 
FIT: Brett’s voice was amplified and his academic skills were used to produce his book  
 
Community Engagement: A Facebook Live session was used to celebrate and recognize this 
success story 
 
Technology: Our systems supported the Facebook Live session and Brett’s message production 
 


