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BOE Strategic Focus:  
Social-emotional learning occurs in a variety of contexts.  Growing social-emotional skills in our 
students is essential to their school and life success.  The Board of Education is committed to 
providing students with social-emotional learning that enhances students’ abilities in school, 
careers, and life.  In an effort to recognize the work of our schools in this area, a social-emotional 
learning feature will be reported on at many of our meetings.  
 

Social-Emotional Learning Feature:  
Parent education and engagement is an important part of social-emotional programming.  At the 
school and district level we provide parent education through written modes and through our 
parenting series. Our principals frequently highlight the social-emotional skills, programming 
and successes of their students in their newsletters and through social media.  Written 
communication has also been provided on the dangers of drug use and vaping. Much of our 
outgoing communication serves as a resource for our parents.  
 
Our parenting series this year has featured presenters and a film that closely correlate to 
social-emotional learning.  These correlations include drug prevention, vaping awareness, the 
mental health effects of social media abuse, and managing stress and anxiety.  We currently are 
working with our Citizens Advisory Committee to gather feedback and input about future efforts 
to engage and educate our parent community on social-emotional learning.  
 
In September 2019 we have scheduled Jessica Lahey, author of The Gift of Failure to be our 
featured parent speaker.  This will serve as an excellent opportunity for parents to draw 
connections to parenting strategies, social-emotional skills and child development.  Additionally, 
we have a town hall planned specifically on social-emotional learning to further engage our 
community on this important topic.  
 
Connection to Social-Emotional Learning:  
As we prioritize social-emotional learning in District 200, it is important to be mindful of one of 
our most essential resources, which is time.  Social-Emotional Learning is vast, and is connected 
to almost every facet of education today. Thus, it is important for us to balance parent education 
efforts with the time that we spend building school cultures that promote meaningful 
teacher-student relationships, growth mindsets and engaging learning atmospheres.  Time spent 
on building these cultures with our staff will equate to more emotional and behavioral stability in 
our students.  


