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MINUTES 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 

November 1, 2019 

 

A special meeting of the Board of Education of Community Unit School District 200, DuPage 

County, Illinois, was called to order at Whittier Elementary School, 218 W Park Avenue, 

Wheaton, IL, by Board President Brad Paulsen, on Friday, November 1, 2019, at 8:21 AM.  

Local legislators were present at the meeting to discuss issues surrounding public education with 

local government officials who represent the school district. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Upon the roll being called, the following were present: 

 

Board Members: Brad Paulsen  

   Chris Crabtree 

   Susan Booton 

   Ginna Ericksen 

   Dave Long 

   Jim Mathieson 

 

Absent:  Rob Hanlon 

 

CUSD200 Staff: Jeff Schuler – Superintendent of Schools 

   Bill Farley – Asst. Superintendent for Business Operations 

Erica Loiacono – Director of Public Relations/Communications 

Rodney Mack – Executive Director of Technology 

Melissa Murphy – Asst. Superintendent for Educational Services 

Chris Silagi – Asst. Superintendent for Student Services 

Katy Schafermeyer – Whittier Elementary School Principal 

Jahan Rodriguez – District 200 Technology Systems Engineer 

     

Elected Officials Betsy Adamowski – Wheaton Public Library Director 

   Mike Benard – Wheaton Park District Executive Director 

   Robert Berlin – DuPage County State’s Attorney 

   Erica Bray-Parker – City of Wheaton Councilwoman 

   David Brummel – City of Warrenville Mayor 

   John Coakley – City of Warrenville Administrator 

   Michael Dzugan – City of Wheaton Manager 

   Tim Elliott – DuPage County Board Member – 4th District 

   Kevin Fahey – Wheaton Park District Commissioner 

   Christine Fenne – Wheaton Public Library Board President 

   Suzanne Fitch – City of Wheaton Councilwoman 

   O. Chris Heidorn – Milton Township Supervisor 

   Gwen Henry – DuPage County Treasurer 

   Richard A. Jorgensen – DuPage County Coroner 

   Terry Mee – Wheaton Park District President 
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   Bob Mellor – Village of Carol Stream Manager 

   Ray Morrill – Wheaton Park District Commissioner 

   Tim Reinbold – Warrenville Park District Executive Director 

   Lynn Robbins – City of Wheaton Councilwoman 

   John Rutledge – City of Wheaton Councilman 

   Phil Suess – City of Wheaton Mayor 

   Barb Thornbury – Warrenville Park District President 

   Rachel Weiss – Wheaton Public Library Youth Services Dept. Head 

   Colin Wilkie – Warrenville Park District Commissioner 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Board President Paulsen led the Board and group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

             

MOTION 

Member Paulsen moved, Member Mathieson seconded to suspend the rules and adjourn to a 

workshop setting.  Upon a roll call vote being taken the vote was: AYE 6, NAY 0.  

The motion carried 6-0.  

 

Welcome 

Dr. Schuler welcomed the group to this annual tradition of bringing together partners on the local 

level.  This is also a celebration of the work that is collectively done for all of the communities 

represented in the District.   

 

Dr. Schuler noted the importance of having a strong system of education in order to have a 

strong community and vice versa.  The collaboration and work that is being done together to 

provide all kinds of services and support around the communities were noted.   

 

All local officials introduced themselves and the areas they represent.  

 

Dr. Schuler shared information on the state of District 200 schools, along with Dr. Silagi and 

Mrs. Murphy.  This included the following: 

 Shared the annual State of our Schools video for 2019. 

 One of the initiatives the District is working on, “Portrait of a Graduate”. 

 The goal is to determine what are the qualities and skills our students should have when 

they graduate and leave the District?  

 Providing students experiences so they have options for the future, not just academic 

skills. 

 Workforce trends need to be considered. 

 D200 is an extremely diverse school district; a study showing diverse groups outperform 

homogeneous groups in both social and economic sectors was noted. 

 The group was asked to participate in the thought exchange survey to answer the question 

“what are the qualities and skills our graduates should have when they graduate?” using 

either the QR code provided or the paper copy available.  This process will allow all to 

add to the conversation. 

 The opportunity to respond will be available through February 2020.  To date over 1200 

responses have been recorded from various groups – students, staff, community groups, 

etc. 
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 A group of leaders will gather to review the feedback and bring the information back out 

to the community. 

 This will become an actionable framework moving forward. 

 

There was discussion with the local officials on the following: 

 Questions regarding thought exchange exercise and how the information will be 

disseminated into the community.  The thought exchange tool will help with the 

curriculum work in the district, look at future program opportunities, as well as be a 

professional learning piece. 

 The potential impact on the budget and future goals of the district. 

 Sharing of information with partners may allow those groups present to assist in some of 

the planning in the future for their strategic plans. 

 Update on the Jefferson Early Childhood Center construction and future ribbon-cutting 

ceremony. 

 Analysis of population trends in the District; use of demographer information from 2017 

and enrollment committee. Big picture showing the numbers should hold pretty steady; 

there are some developments in the southern part of the district, and there are some 

population shifts in the programs offered (increase in English Learners, etc.). 

 The per-student spending for the District – slightly under the state average. 

 New school report card data as related to sight-based expenditures (ESSA – Every 

Student Succeeds Act); reality is Districts are not spending the same amount on each 

student – dependent on the needs of the students. 

 The District is producing above average results with spending below the average. 

 The people and groups represented in the room contribute to the successes of the District. 

 The need to keep talking, collaborating, and solving problems for the betterment of the 

students.  

 The recently completed multi-year debt restructure by the District which saves the 

community $10 million in future debt payments. 

 

Dr. Schuler and President Paulsen thanked everyone for attending and sharing.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

MOTION 

There being no further business to come before the Board in Open Session, Member Paulsen 

moved, Member Booton seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Upon a voice call vote being taken, 

all were in favor and the motion carried 6-0   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 AM. 

 

 

 

______________________________   ____________________________________ 

Rob Hanlon, Secretary                 Brad Paulsen, President 


